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Happy New Year, and Happy Feast of Epiphany!   

  

As we leave the holidays behind, we focus this Sunday on the visit of three magi 
paying homage to Jesus.  Among other things, Magi represent the exotic, Gentile 
άƻǘƘŜǊέ ǿƘƻ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜȅƻƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  In 
other words, Magi embody big-picture thinking and mission.  This act of worship by 
ǘƘŜ aŀƎƛΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƛƳŜƻƴΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ϧŀ 
light for revelation to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), was the first indication that Jesus 
came universally for all people, of all nations and races, not only a few.  

So the season of Epiphanyτfrom now until Ash Wednesday on February 22τhelps 
ǳǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ϦǎƘƻǿƛƴƎϦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ 
the Savior of all people. It also focuses us on Christian community and fellowship, 
especially in healing the divisions of prejudice and bigotry that we often create be-
ǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  Not surprisingly, both the Martin Luther King holiday and the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity take place during this time. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩΥ 

·      Our 9:00 Sunday Forum discussions explore what makes Christian mission 
and outreach distinctive from efforts by other people of good will; 
 

·      Youth confirmation class begins January 15 and continues for most Sundays 
through May, beginning 15 minutes after worship dismissal; 
 

·      Our Annual Parish Meeting takes place Sunday, January 22, following a com-
bined 9:15 Eucharist; 
 

·      Safe Church training for all who supervise children takes place on Saturday, 
January 28 from 9:00-11:00 AM. 

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
and promote reconciliation in the Church and world.  Please read inside articles for 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ όǊŜŀŘ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅύ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
troubled and blessed world. 

 

DMR 
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The opening scene from the Christmas Pageant featured two 
modern teens on their computers, questioning the relevance of 
the Christmas. The biblical account was then enacted, with a 
large cast of angels, elegantly costumed wise men, a camel on 
wheels, and even an electrified star. Glorious music filled the 
sanctuary. Truly, it was a festive presentation that featured the 
modern teens agreeing in the end that the story of Jesusᾷ birth 
was truly the what Christmas was all about. 

While the pageant was going on, JoAnn Seipel was recording it 
on her new I-Pad. Her husband Richard was present to see 
young Katherine enacting the Angel Gabriel. After the service I 
cornered Richard to ask him if he could take a gift plant to one 
of our parishioners who lives in an assisted living facility near 
their home. He seemed taken back, but agreed. JoAnn promised 
to visit this parishioner before Christmas. 

This story to me is so very heartwarming. JoAnn visited our dear friend, who seemed at first to 
not remember her or All Saintsᾷ. So JoAnn turned on her IPad, played back the Christmas Pag-
eant, and tears filled our friendᾷs eyes, as she recognized her beloved church. JoAnn and Kathe-
rine have paid repeated visits, showing next the IPad recording of the Christmas Eve Service, 
They have taken a real interest in her care, and are even arranging to bring her to All Saintsᾷ for 
a service in the near future. To me, this was a Christmas Miracle. Whereas we pray every week 
for this parishioner, Love arrived in person with the Seipelᾷs simple acts of compassion. And to 
think that the I-Pad would be the vehicle to revivify the Christmas story! 

 

As your deacon, I attempt to visit and tend to our sick and shut-ins. But it is so much more 
meaningful when we all participate in this ministry. Last month, another dear parishioner was in 
the hospital. With just a mention of his hospitalization, Quentin Young and Nick Barnwell paid 
him a hospital visit the next day. Many of you who took our homemade Christmas amaryllis 
plants to our shut-ins have reported having had meaningful contact, and I know your visits were 
appreciated. Thank you!  

 

We must not forget those who are not able to be with us on Sundays. Thank you to those of you 
who continue to call, write cards, and pay visits. I have the hope that your New Yearᾷs resolution 
will be to select one of our elder members and extend them the care our Christmas messengers, 
the Seipels, are providing to our beloved parishioner. I look forward to hearing form you, to 
keep our visitations, or ᾶMinistry of Presenceᾷ alive. 

 

With Christᾷs love, Deacon Holly 

MESSAGE FROM DEACON HOLLY  



THE MESSENGER           PAGE 3 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
 January 7, 2012:   Carver Center 10:30 - noon  
   
 January 12, 2012:   Next Vestry Meeting 
 
 January 15, 2012:   Youth Confirmation Class meets for 45 minutes  
     after Sunday Service 
 
 January 22, 2012:   Parish Annual Meeting, one service at 9:15am 
 
 January 28 2012:   Safe Church Training 

SAFE CHURCH TRAINING ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 

 

On Saturday, January 28, from 9:00-11:00 AM, Fr. David Rider leads a workshop on child pro-
tection in the church and school setting.  All staff, church school and nursery school teachers 
should plan to attend.  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ CǊΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƭŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 
prevention and intervention efforts nationally, and he combines theological focus (church as 
hospitality), scientific insights on paraphilias (aberrant sexuality), and real case studies for 
making ministry safe for children and adults.  The insights apply to other youth-serving or-
ganizations, like scouting, athletics and camping.  All are welcome to join us. 
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Our parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012.  There will be one ser-
vice at 9:15, at which the meeting officially convenes.  After the Eucharist, we convene in 
the Parish Hall for brunch and the formal meeting.  There will be oral committee reports, 
election of new Vestry members, and a budget presentation.  The Annual Meeting packet 
with committee reports will go out electronically the week before the meeting, and copies 
of the budget will be handed out at the meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to at-
tend.  Your Vestry and committee chairs have lots to report, and we look forward to sharing 
fellowship and information. 



 

We will be serving lunch at Carver on Saturday.  If you 
can help in any way, please contact Maureen Britt.   We 
have some volunteer cooks already, but can always use 
more cooks, food, servers, etc.  Things get underway 
about 10:30 a.m., and finish up by about noon.  It is a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ 
enthusiastically.  
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Cooks (and Shoppers) Needed!!  

Important business takes place at the Annual Meeting on January 22 but a favorite 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ōǊǳƴŎƘΦ  Lƴ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭπ
ways plenty to eat. To ensure our tradition continues, however, we need volunteers 
to prepare casseroles, bring fruit, desserts, and/or muffins.  If you can help out, 
please contact Joanne McGrath.  Prepare your own specialty, or request an easy 
brunch casserole recipe.  All contributions are welcome! 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Before the New Year is off and running, I would like to take a moment to say  thank you to 
all the members of ASC, whether they be singers of the choir,  congregation, young, old or 
even canine! Your support, encouragement and kindness in these first few months has 
been a blessing to me.  I  truly  appreciate your making me feel so at home, so quickly. 
With such strong voices, talented youth and heartfelt enthusiasm, I relish the prospect of 
music making in this new year. 

And many more to come! 

Thank you,  

Sara  

CARVER CENTER ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 



Please  contact the office to add your birthday to the list (914) 835-4716 

or email office@allsaintsharrison.org 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS     
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Angels on the Tree  
Our Christmas Angel Gift drive was a resounding success!  A total 
of 121 gifts were purchased, wrapped, and delivered to some 
very happy Harrison young people.  Such generosity was thanks 
largely to the efforts of our parishioners, along with great help 
from the Webster Avenue Nursery School and the Harrison Chil-
ŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊπ
ish! 

Thank you especially to Nancy Sherman for all her organizational 
efforts.  It is a big job to keep all the names and sizes straight, and 
to make sure no potential recipients fall through the cracks! 

1  Eve Gerster 

2  Sandra Blauth 

  Susan Eldert 

6  Chris Dickenson 

8  Beverly Young  

9  Michele Camardella 

13  Katherine Seipel 

15  Joseph Contrada 

18  Peter  Donato 

  Marianne Leinen Ritz 

21  Betty Baer 

  Jeffrey Chelwick 

22  Carolyn Grain 

24   Mathew  Lustrino 

30  Frank Gross 

31  Maria-Gloria Contrada 



PAGE 6 JANUARY 2012 

Christmas Decorations at  
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BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY CALLIGRAPHY 

BY Karen Gorst 
 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS FIGURINES 

located at the entryway of the church  


